
 

 

B< JULENE ALLEN 

BDFN LQ 2016, ND’LODK APDUX ZDV FKRVHQ IRU ZKDW ZRXOG 
DSSHDU WR EH RQH RI WKH PRVW LPSRUWDQW UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV LQ D 
SUHVLGHQWLDO HOHFWLRQ. SKH ZDV VHOHFWHG WR IRUPDOO\ QRPLQDWH 
HLOODU\ COLQWRQ IRU SUHVLGHQW RI WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV RQ EHKDOI 
RI WKH DHPRFUDWLF SDUW\.  

BHIRUH GHOLYHULQJ KHU QRPLQDWLRQ VSHHFK DW WKH 2016 DHPR-
FUDWLF NDWLRQDO CRQYHQWLRQ DQG GHFODULQJ KHU VXSSRUW IRU 
COLQWRQ WR D QDWLRQDO VWDJH, WKH NHZ <RUN GHOHJDWH KDG 
EHHQ ZRUNLQJ DV D SROLF\ VWUDWHJLVW LQ AWODQWD, GHRUJLD DI-
WHU VHUYLQJ LQ WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV PLOLWDU\. APDUX UHFHLYHG 
GLVWLQJXLVKHG KRQRUV IRU KHU VHUYLFH. SKH ZDV WKH ORZHVW 
UDQNLQJ VROGLHU DQG RQO\ ZRPDQ WR UHFHLYH KHU EDWWDOLRQ’V 
SROGLHU RI WKH MRQWK UHFRJQLWLRQ DQG ZDV DZDUGHG DQ AU-
P\ CRPPHQGDWLRQ PHGDO IRU H[HPSODU\ VHUYLFH. IQ RXU 
LQWHUYLHZ, APDUX GLVFXVVHV OLIH, OLEHUW\ DQG SXUVXLWV DQG 
FRSLQJ DIWHU D VLJQLILFDQW ORVV. 

 

HRZ GLG WKH WUDQVLWLRQ IURP EHLQJ LQ WKH PLOLWDU\ WUDQVSLUH 
LQWR \RXU ZRUN LQ FRPPXQLW\ DFWLYLVP DQG SXEOLF SROLF\? 

SeUYing m\ cRXnWU\ in Whe UniWed SWaWeV AUm\ ZaV an hRnRU. I 
leaUned leVVRnV abRXW life and leadeUVhiS WhaW I caUU\ ZiWh me WR 
WhiV da\. I leaUned Whe imSRUWance Rf diVciSline and accRXnWa-
biliW\ and deeSened m\ XndeUVWanding Rf WeamZRUk and inWeg-
UiW\.  TR be cleaU, aV a ZRman, aV a ZRman Rf cRlRU, and aV an 
enliVWed VRldieU, I alVR leaUned abRXW Whe VWUXcWXUeV Rf SRZeU - 
and WhaW I didn'W haYe an\. ThaW liYed e[SeUience Rf nRW haYing 
a YRice RU an\ SRZeU VeUYed aV a cUiWical fRXndaWiRn fRU m\ 
caUeeU and SURYided a cleaU diUecWiRn fRU m\ life.  When I lefW 
acWiYe dXW\, m\ neZ miVViRn ZaV WR cUeaWe VSaceV ZheUe WUadi-
WiRnall\ maUginali]ed cRmmXniWieV cRXld Ue-define WheiU SRZeU 
and becRme SaUW Rf Whe deciViRn-making SURceVVeV Rn iVVXeV 
WhaW imSacWed WheiU liYeV. IW iV WhURXgh Whe WUanVfRUmaWiRn Rf Whe 
cRnceSW Rf SRZeU²and iWV aSSlicaWiRn, WhaW neglecWed cRmmX-
niWieV can SURWecW and bXild SRliWical, VRcial, and ecRnRmic 
SRZeU in a V\VWem deVigned WR cUeaWe ineTXiWieV. PXblic SRlic\ 
ZaV m\ chRVen SaWh becaXVe iW imSacWV VRcieW\ in bRWh Vcale 
and VcRSe.  TheUe aUe RSSRUWXniWieV WR cUeaWe VRcial change nR 
maWWeU ZheUe Rn Whe VSecWUXm Rf SRlic\ Rne ZanWV WR ZRUk.  
WheWheU iW iV Rne iVVXe \RX caUe deeSl\ abRXW RU a YaUieW\ Rf 
iVVXeV, be iW Rn Whe naWiRnal leYel RU \RXU lRcal neighbRUhRRd, 
WheUe aUe alZa\V mRUe Za\V WR make life beWWeU and WheUe iV 

alZa\V mRUe ZRUk WR dR. I kneZ WhaW a fRUmal edXcaWiRn ZaV a 
Za\ WR bXild m\ aUVenal Rf knRZledge and ZRXld helS me 
fXlfill m\ neZ miVViRn Zhen I lefW Whe VeUYice. When I ZaV 
acWiYe dXW\, I aWWended VchRRl fXll-Wime aW nighW, fRXU da\V a 
Zeek, Rn ZeekendV, and all \eaU URXnd. I XVed m\ GI Bill WR 
eaUn gUadXaWe degUeeV in Whe field Rf SXblic adminiVWUaWiRn, 
SXblic SRlic\, and XUban Slanning.   

:KDW ZDV WKH PRVW YDOXDEOH OHVVRQ IRU \RX DIWHU VHUYLQJ DV 
D ZRPDQ LQ WKH PLOLWDU\? 

PeRSle Zill XndeUeVWimaWe \RX, diVcRXnW \RX, and make VnaS 
jXdgmenWV abRXW \RX²all ZiWhRXW knRZing \RX. I haYe 
leaUned WhaW ZhaWeYeU WheiU UeaVRnV aUe, iW dReVn'W cRnceUn me. 
M\ ZRUk and VXcceVV alZa\V VSeak fRU iWVelf. 

<RX KDYH VHUYHG DV D SROLF\ DGYLVRU WR AWODQWD MD\RU 
KDVLP RHHG, OHJLVODWLYH DLGH WR U.S. CRQJUHVVPDQ JRKQ 
LHZLV, DQG DV H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRU RI WKH BODFN, LDWLQR, DQG 
AVLDQ CDXFXV RI WKH NHZ <RUN CLW\ CRXQFLO. :KLFK DUHD 
GR \RX IHHO \RX’YH PDGH WKH PRVW LPSDFW DQG ZK\? 

I haYe leaUned fURm each Rf m\ SRViWiRnV and I am gUaWefXl fRU 
Whe RSSRUWXniW\ WR VeUYe diffeUenW cRmmXniWieV in AWlanWa and 
NeZ YRUk. The cRnceSW Rf “imSacW” iV UelaWiYe becaXVe iW can 
be YieZed WhURXgh Whe lenV Rf bRWh Vcale and VcRSe ± bRWh Rf 
Zhich aUe cUiWical in Whe SRliWical and SRlic\ landVcaSe.  When 
I ZRUked ZiWh KaVim Reed, I fRcXVed Rn iVVXeV fURm a 
ciW\Zide SeUVSecWiYe. When I ZRUked fRU CRngUeVVman JRhn 
LeZiV, I fRcXVed Rn iVVXeV VSecific WR GeRUgia¶V 5Wh cRngUeV-
ViRnal diVWUicW. When I ZRUked fRU Whe Black, LaWinR, and 
AVian CaXcXV, I fRcXVed Rn iVVXeV UeleYanW WR all WZenW\-Vi[ 
diVWUicWV Rf Whe caXcXV membeUV. In each Rf WheVe SRViWiRnV, I 
ZaV able WR make an imSacW, bXW iW lRRked diffeUenW in WeUmV Rf 
Vcale and VcRSe.  

<RX ZHUH D VSHDNHU DW WKH ODVW DHPRFUDWLF NDWLRQDO CRQ-
YHQWLRQ. <RX KDG WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR WHOO \RXU SHUVRQDO 
VWRU\ RQ D QDWLRQDO RU HYHQ JOREDO VWDJH. :KDW ZDV WKLV 
H[SHULHQFH OLNH? 

The e[SeUience ZaV Whe hRnRU Rf a lifeWime. I UeceiYed a ShRne 
call nRWif\ing me WhaW I ZaV VelecWed WR VeUYe aV Rne Rf WhUee 
SUeVidenWial nRminaWRUV. While I ZaV VWill SURceVVing Whe mR-
menW, Whe DNC VWaff and I diYed diUecWl\ inWR lRgiVWicV - lRdg-
ing, WUanVSRUWaWiRn, and m\ RZn SeUVRnal VSeakeU WUackeU²all 
Whe diffeUenW elemenWV WhaW make Whe DNC cRme WR life. I ZaV 
Rn aXWRSilRW WhURXgh Whe enWiUe SURceVV²I felW Whe magniWXde 
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As a political strategist,  
Na’ilah Amaru discusses how she’s 
putting the pieces back together 
and rebuilding after Hillary’s 
presidential loss in ϮϬϭϲ. 

Rf Whe mRmenW afWeU I de-
liYeUed m\ VSeech. I ZaV 
inWeUYieZed Rff WR Whe Vide 
Rf Whe VWage and ZaV 
aVked, "WhaW ZeUe \RX 
Whinking dXUing \RXU 
VSeech?" I UeVSRnded, "In 
m\ VSeech, I UefeUenced 
m\ eleYen-\eaU Velf, bXW 
m\ eleYen-\eaU-Rld Velf 
neYeU dUeamed THIS." In 
WhaW mRmenW, I WXUned 
aURXnd, geVWXUed behind 
me ZiWh a VZeeSing mR-
WiRn, and lRVW m\ bUeaWh. IW 

ZaV Whe fiUVW Wime I VaZ 
Whe cURZd, and WhaW ZaV 
Whe mRmenW I ZaV mRYed 
WR WeaUV. When I deliYeUed 
m\ VSeech, I ZaVn'W fR-
cXVed Rn Whe cURZd²I 
ZaV fRcXVed Rn m\ miV-
ViRn and WhaW ZaV WR Well 
m\ VWRU\. Seeing Whe 
cURZd fURm Whe Vide Rf Whe 
VWage deeSl\ mRYed me. 
DiYeUVe, beaXWifXl, and 
URZd\, iW ZaV a UeflecWiRn 
Rf ZhR Ze aUe²eYeU\Rne 
in AmeUica ZaV VRme-
ZheUe in WhaW cURZd. The 
DemRcUaWic PaUW\ ZRUkV 
WR cUeaWe SRlicieV and SUR-
gUamV WhaW SURYide VRlX-
WiRnV and make AmeUica a 
beWWeU Slace fRU eYeU\Rne. 
TR be a SaUW Rf hiVWRU\ b\ 
VXbmiWWing HillaU\ Clin-
WRn'V name inWR SUeViden-
Wial nRminaWiRn 

´To be clear, aV a 
woman, as a 
woman of color, 
and as an enlisted 
soldier, I also 
learned about the 
structures of 
power - and that I 
didn'W haYe an\.µ 
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ZaV VXUUeal and Whe hRnRU Rf a lifeWime. 
AnRWheU imSRUWanW aVSecW Rf m\ DNC e[Se-
Uience ZaV Whe emRWiRnal SURceVV Rf VhaUing 
m\ VWRU\ Zhich I had alZa\V keSW SUiYaWe. I 
ZaV WRXched b\ hRZ man\ SeRSle aS-
SURached me afWeUZaUd RU VenW me SeUVRnal 
meVVageV WhURXgh VRcial media, VhaUing 
hRZ Whe\ cRnnecWed ZiWh VRme SaUW Rf m\ 
jRXUne\. WheWheU iW ZaV Whe liYed e[SeUi-
ence Rf haYing WZR mRmV, being a YeWeUan, 
being a ZRman Rf cRlRU, RU being an immi-
gUanW, man\ chaSWeUV Rf m\ VWRU\ aUe 
XniTXel\ AmeUican and VhaUed ZiWh cRXnW-
leVV RWheUV. IW ZaV a leVVRn fRU me in Whe 
SRZeU Rf YXlneUabiliW\²hRZ Ze can VhaUe 
ZhR Ze aUe and cRnnecW ZiWh each RWheU 
WhURXgh RXU VWRUieV. WheUe elVe in Whe ZRUld 
can a child begin life in an RUShanage and 
haYe Whe RSSRUWXniW\ WR VhaUe heU life'V jRXU-
ne\ Rn a naWiRnal VWage?  Onl\ in AmeUica. 

AIWHU ORVLQJ WKH HOHFWLRQ IRU ZKDW PDQ\ 
WKRXJKW ZRXOG EH WKH ILUVW ZRPDQ SUHVL-
GHQW RI WKH UQLWHG SWDWHV, ZKDW LV D NH\ 
WDNHDZD\ IURP WKLV H[SHULHQFH? 

AURXnd 7 PM Rn ElecWiRn NighW, I ZaV in-
WeUYieZed aW Whe JaYiWV CenWeU and ZaV 
aVked ZhaW I ZRXld dR if HillaU\ ClinWRn 
lRVW. I UemembeU Welling Whe UeSRUWeU, "a 
leVVRn I leaUned fURm heU 2008 camSaign 
lRVV²aV heaUWbUeaking aV WhaW ZaV²\RX 
Sick XS Whe SieceV and \RX geW back WR 
ZRUk." Back in 2008, I ZaV deYaVWaWed 
Zhen Vhe made Whe deciViRn WR VXVSend heU 
SUeVidenWial camSaign. HeU lRVV ZaV VR 
deeSl\ SeUVRnal. I hRSed Vhe ZRXld UXn 
again in 2016, and Zhen Vhe ZenW WhURXgh 
WhaW SURceVV and became Whe nRminee, SeR-
Sle WhRXghW "Finall\, a ZRman SUeVidenW 
mighW Ueall\ haSSen! AfWeU 240 \eaUV, de-
mRcUac\ iV abRXW WR inclXde ZRmen! We 
Whe SeRSle iV abRXW WR inclXde XV."  When 
HillaU\ lRVW, I ZaV angU\, VcaUed, and heaUW-
bURken, bXW \RX Sick XS Whe SieceV and \RX 
geW back WR ZRUk ± and WhaW SURceVV lRRkV 
diffeUenW fRU eYeU\bRd\. AfWeU Whe 2016 
elecWiRn, I kneZ SeRSle ZhR cRXldn'W geW 
RXW Rf bed fRU da\V. I kneZ SeRSle 
(inclXding m\Velf), ZhR had RUgani]ing 

meeWingV Whe Vame Zeek becaXVe RXU 
liYeV ZeUe Rn Whe line and Ze had nR 
Wime WR ZaVWe. The ke\ WakeaZa\ Rf 
2016 ZaV gURXnded in Whe Vame WUXWh 
aV 2008:  In life, Ze Zill hiW lRZ 
SRinWV, bXW Ze dR ZhaW Ze haYe WR dR 
WR keeS mRYing fRUZaUd. A ke\ VWeS in 
Whe SURceVV Rf mRYing fRUZaUd iV Wak-
ing Whe Wime WR Sick XS Whe SieceV. 
Then, \RX UebXild. TheUe iV a WUemen-
dRXV amRXnW Rf SeUVRnal agenc\ and 
SRZeU in WhiV SURceVV, and I haYe 
leaUned, WhaW ZhaW Ze UebXild iV RfWen 
VWURngeU Whan ZhaW ZaV bURken.   

:KDW VRUW RI DGYLFH ZRXOG \RX OHQG 
WR \RXUVHOI DW WKH VWDUW RI \RXU FD-
UHHU? 

BelieYe in \RXUVelf. I e[Slained WR a 
menWee WhaW I VSenW a gUeaW deal Rf m\ 
caUeeU hiding behind m\ cUedenWialV 
and e[SeUienceV. AV a ZRman Rf cRlRU 
naYigaWing ZhiWe male-dRminaWed 
VSaceV, fURm Whe miliWaU\ WR Whe SRliWi-
cal VSheUe, XnleVV SeRSle kneZ m\ 
UeVXme, WheUe ZaV alZa\V a TXeVWiRn Rf 
m\ TXalificaWiRnV. EYeU\ Wime I 
VWeSSed inWR a URRm, I had WR YalidaWe 
Zh\ I ZaV WheUe.  I ZiVh I had VRmeRne 
Well me WhaW I ZaV enRXgh. ThaW I didn'W 
need mXlWiSle adYanced degUeeV WR 
SURYe WhaW I ZaV cRmSeWenW RU WhaW I 
didn'W need e[SeUience Uanging fURm 
Whe gUaVVURRWV WR CaSiWRl Hill WR SURYe 
WhaW I deVeUYed WR RccXS\ SRliWical 
VSaceV. I made WhRVe deciViRnV becaXVe 
I kneZ m\ accRmSliVhmenWV and cUe-
denWialV had WR be Rn SRinW WR be Waken 
VeUiRXVl\. FRU WhRVe aW Whe beginning Rf 
\RXU caUeeU, belieYe in \RXUVelf. FRU 
ZRmen Rf cRlRU, eYeU\ da\ Ze naYi-
gaWe a VRcieW\ WhaW WellV XV Ze aUe nRW 
enRXgh. In WhRVe mRmenWV Rf XnceU-
WainW\ and Velf-dRXbW, knRZ WhaW \RXU 
VkillV and e[SeUWiVe haYe SUeSaUed \RX 
WR VXcceed. AlVR, XndeUVWand \RXU 
ZRUWh iV nRW URRWed in an\ jRb WiWle RU 
ValaU\, bXW UaWheU in UecRgni]ing \RXU 
RZn YalXe ZiWhRXW cRndiWiRn. RegaUd-

leVV Rf degUeeV, ceUWificaWeV, RU aZaUdV, 
knRZ WhaW \RX aUe enRXgh. 

<RX ZLOO VRRQ EH QDYLJDWLQJ LQ WKH 
ZRUOG RI XUEDQ SODQQLQJ. CDQ \RX JLYH 
XV D SHHN LQWR ZKDW VRUW RI VRFLDO 
FKDQJH \RX'G OLNH WR PDNH LQ WKLV QHZ 
OHDGHUVKLS UROH? 

The cRnceSW Rf “cRmmXniW\ deYelRS-
menW” iV Whe WhUead WhaW cRnnecWV all m\ 
ZRUk in Whe nRnSURfiW and gRYeUnmenW 
VecWRUV. US XnWil WhiV SRinW in m\ caUeeU, 
I¶Ye aSSURached cRmmXniW\ deYelRSmenW 
WhURXgh Whe SRlic\ lenV b\ fRcXVing Rn 
VRcial jXVWice and ecRnRmic iVVXeV. FRU 
e[amSle, “ZhaW SRlicieV Zill SURdXce 
mRUe eTXiW\ in edXcaWiRn, healWh-caUe, 
and cUiminal jXVWice UefRUm?" UUban Slan-
ning iV Whe ne[W VWeS in Whe eYRlXWiRn Rf 
m\ caUeeU becaXVe iW e[SandV m\ XndeU-
VWanding Rf ZhaW cRmmXniW\ deYelRS-
menW meanV, and hRZ I can ZRUk in a 
familiaU VSace bXW in a diffeUenW Za\. UU-
ban Slanning iV mRUe Whan a SURfeVViRn RU 
a field. IW cUeaWeV Whe SRliWical, VRcial, and 
ecRnRmic geRgUaSh\ Rf ciWieV. IW deWeU-
mineV ZheUe affRUdable hRXVing iV bXilW 
YeUVXV lX[XU\ hRXVing, RU ZheUe VchRRlV 
RU gURceU\ maUkeWV aUe lRcaWed² all Rf 
Zhich imSacW RXU cRmmXniWieV and WighW-
kniW VRcial neWZRUkV. ThaW'V imSRUWanW 
becaXVe Whe Sh\Vical bXilW enYiURnmenW 
haV a VignificanW imSacW Rn RXU eYeU\da\ 
liYeV. TR WhaW end, I ZaV inWenWiRnal abRXW 
bXilding m\ aUVenal Rf knRZledge b\ 
leaUning Whe langXage and Wechnical aV-
SecWV Rf XUban Slanning, and e[amining 
ZhaW cRmmXniW\ deYelRSmenW lRRked 
like WhURXgh a diffeUenW lenV RWheU Whan 
SXblic SRlic\. I dRn'W knRZ ZhaW'V ne[W 
fRU me. I dR knRZ, ZhaWeYeU iW iV, iW Zill 
align ZiWh Whe ZRUk I¶Ye alZa\V dRne 
Zhich iV XVing SRlic\ and SRliWicV aV a 
WRRl WR bXild cRmmXniWieV. I lRRk fRUZaUd 
WR XVing m\ VkillV and e[SeUWiVe WR cUeaWe 
VSaceV aW Whe inWeUVecWiRnV Rf Slanning, 
SRliWicV, SeRSle, and SRlic\, and cenWeUing 
Whe needV Rf maUginali]ed cRmmXniWieV 
WhURXghRXW NeZ YRUk CiW\.Ƃ 

Page 12 Na’ilah Amaru 




