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“He actually knows the ins and outs of government better than anyone else,” said Daniel Coates, a

political director at the immigrant advocacy group Make the Road Action, one of the Working
Families Party’s affiliate groups.

Affiliate organizations like Make the Road hold powerful sway in the party’s endorsement

decisions. There are 17 of them, including labor unions and community-based membership
nonprofits, which join with borough-based chapters to form a regional advisory committee. The

first-choice candidate will have to win 60% of votes in the advisory committee to win the whole
party’s endorsement recommendation.

Lander has so far received the first choice backing of three affiliate organizations: the New York

Progressive Action Network, a group with ties to Bernie Sanders; Make the Road Action, an
immigrant advocacy group; and Churches United For Fair Housing Action. Mamdani has been

ranked first by New York Communities for Change, a grassroots progressive group that was

instrumental in raising New York’s minimum wage.

While the debate over first choice drags on, party members have been asked not to disparage any

of the endorsed candidates.

Despite his organization’s preference for Lander, Coates made a point of praising Mamdani, whom

his group has endorsed as its second choice alongside Adrienne Adams. He credited Mamdani

with bringing “fresh energy, ideas and expanding what we believe we can accomplish as a city.”

But there are still unanswered questions about both candidates, including whether they can

attract Black voters, who are often considered more moderate and seen as crucial toward winning

a citywide election.

A spokesperson for the Working Families Party declined to comment on this story. But this year,

party leaders have said they plan to learn from the 2021 ranked-choice mayoral primary. That
year, the party’s two top ranked candidates, Scott Stringer and Diane Morales, imploded due to

scandals. Many experts say progressives took too long to unite around Maya Wiley, the party’s

third-ranked candidate.

Last week, a group of seven Democratic elected officials led by U.S. Rep. Nydia Velazquez

endorsed Mamdani, Lander and Adrienne Adams, the City Council speaker who is also backed by

the Working Families Party.
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